
Lyons Proposes Alternatives to Education Budget Cuts 

Commissioner of Public Lands Patrick Lyons says education should be off limits from proposed budget cuts. 
During Commissioner Lyons' tenure, the State Land Office has generated nearly $2.3 billion for public schools through oil, 
gas and mineral production, renewable energy development, agricultural leasing, and business and community development 
on state trust lands. 

"The Land Office was created more than 150 years ago for the sole purpose of generating revenue in the cash poor west to 
establish a public school system," Lyons said. "My administration remains committed to that mission by developing natural 
resources while conserving 13 million acres of trust lands, diversifying our portfolio to include renewable energy production, 
and being fiscally responsible and efficient." 

Royalties earned from oil, gas and mineral production, as well as proceeds from the sale of trust lands, are paid into the 
Land Grant Permanent Fund (LGPF), which supplements every public school district's budget. The LGPF is almost entirely 
the product of revenues generated by the Land Office. New Mexico's founding fathers mandated that the LGPF remain 
solvent to fund public education in perpetuity. 

"Every agency and government funded institution is bracing for a rough legislative session, but our educators and students 
should feel secure that public education funding will not be tampered with," Lyons said. 

Commissioner Lyons is proposing a number of solutions to reconcile budget shortfalls: 

Aggressively pursue new energy exploration and development, including new oil and gas production, and coal and
 
uranium mining;
 
Rescind an order by the governor's Cultural Property Review Committee to place 400,000 acres ofMt. Taylor on the
 
state's registered cultural property list, essentially stalling any mining activity;
 
Enact legislation mandating that all proposals for renewable energy projects in New Mexico include development on
 
state trust lands;
 
Approve a measure prohibiting New Mexico counties that have implemented a moratorium on oil and gas exploration
 
and production from receiving capital outlay monies so long as the moratorium is in place, and instead appropriate
 
that money to education;
 
Divert revenues earmarked for trains, planes and rockets to education; and,
 
Reduce salaries of governor exempt employees to under $100,000 per year and restrict the number of employees any
 
governor can appoint.
 

Ne\\ I\k\ico State land Otliee Lyons Re-Organizes the State Land Office
 
,Ill <>ld Santa Ie Trail
 Top Priorities: Water and Renewable Energy 1'.0. Bux II-IX
 
Sailia Fe. New I\Ic\icu X750--l-II--IX
 In November, Commissioner Lyons reorganized two divisions within the State Land 
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Office to include renewable energy and water resources, and he has appointed new 
management and staff to develop and facilitate respective policies and procedures. 

COI1lIll issionl!r of Puhlil' l.:Inds 
Commissioner Lyons appointed Land Office Assistant Commissioner Dallas Rippy I'atrid II. lyons 

to lead the new Renewable Energy and Commercial Leasing Division. Brian Bingham 

COIlIlIIl'rcial I~l'snlln:l's will continue managing the Renewable Energy program and Peggy Walton will oversee 
(:'i0:'i) H27-57]] Commercial Leasing. Assistant Commissioner Jerry King has been reassigned to man­
Dall~ls Ri11PY. Assistant Cummissioner age special projects, including development at Mesa del Sol and Rio Rancho, as well as 

renewable energy projects. 
S II r r.ll·l' 1~l'sl)lIl-c(,s :\J:lllagl'IIIl'1I1 Since Commissioner Lyons took office in January 2003, the Land Office has lease< 
(:'i0:'i) S27-576S - or optioned for lease - 144,000 acres of trust lands for wind energy development. Win< 
larry Kehoe. Assislant ('ol1l111issioncr turbines are operational on nearly 6,800 acres of trust lands in Quay, Roosevelt, Chaves 

and Guadalupe counties. Six additional developers have applied to lease another 240,00{ 
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acres of trust lands for future wind power plant development.
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The potential combined earning power from the operating wind farms and optionee Kristin 11a;ISC. !\ssistanl ('uIl11l1issioller 

land will surpass $55 million in the course of their anticipated 35-year terms. 
Ed i Inria I Assislalli/!' hnlogra plll'I' The Land Office also has executed option agreements for the development of util 
1\ lIdlad Bow\.'l's ity-scale solar thermal projects on 30,500 acres, with an additional 115,000 acres in th, 

pipeline for future solar energy development on the trust lands in the southwest quadran 
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